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Ben Uri portrait of migrant grandfather making the
journey to Gloucester

Artworks by migrants from across three centuries are coming to the Museum 
of Gloucester in October.

In partnership with Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
(GARAS), the Museum of Gloucester is bringing ‘Migrations: Masterworks’ from the 
Ben Uri Collection to city.

This exhibition’s appearance in Gloucester marks two significant migrant 
anniversaries: the twentieth year of GARAS, and the introduction of the 
Kindertransport, which brought around 10,000 Jewish refugee children to Britain 
between December 1938 and September 1939.

There’s a special connection that brings the Ben Uri collection to Gloucester in 
GARAS’ 20th year, in that the poster used to advertise the exhibition is a relative of 
one of the trustees.

Sue Oppenheimer’s engineer grandfather Wilhelm Hollitscher migrated to Britain 
from Vienna in 1940, and entries in his diary speak of being painted by another 
migrant, Hugo Dachinger. After some detective work, Sue’s family found the portrait 
in Ben Uri Gallery and Museum collection, and plans were made to bring the 
exhibition to the city.

GARAS director, Adele Owen, says it’s a “huge coup” to bring ‘Migrations: 
Masterworks’ to Gloucester.

“The family link with one of our trustees, Sue, makes having this collection of artwork
so much more special. It brings the exhibition bang up to date and makes a deep 
connection with the work we do at GARAS. It’s a fantastic opportunity and we’re 
thrilled.”

Cllr Steve Morgan, Cabinet Member for Culture and Leisure, says the exhibition “tells
important stories”.

“This exhibition brings the faces of those who experienced much hardship in to wider
public knowledge. We mustn’t forget what has happened in the past, to learn for the 
future, and this incredibly moving exhibition helps to remind us of these lessons. 

“It is also wonderful to bring Sue’s grandfather’s portrait here to the county she lives 
in, and we’re so grateful to the Ben Uri Gallery and Museum for working with us to 
host the collection.”

‘Migration: Masterworks’ will be on display at the Museum of Gloucester from 
Wednesday 2 October 2019 to Tuesday 28 January 2020.

-Ends



Notes to Editors:

‘Migrations: Masterworks’ spans three principal waves of 
migration to Great Britain. The first being the wave that brought 
Ben Uri Gallery and Museum founder Lazar Berson here from 
Russia. Berson was a Russian-Jewish émigré who settled in 
London’s East End during the 1880 to 1910 migration of 
principally Jewish Eastern-Europeans. Among these migrants 
were members of the home-grown ‘Whitechapel Boys’, including
painters David Bomberg and Mark Gertler, and sculptor Jacob 
Epstein.

The second wave reflects works of the so-called ‘Hitler-émigrés’ who fled racial, 
artistic or political persecution in their home country between 1933 and 1945. These 
artistic contributions are by established artists such as Martin Bloch, Hugo 
Dachinger and Margaret Marks; younger refugees Frank Auerbach and Eva 
Frankfurther; and Kindertransportees Kathe Strenitz and Harry Weinberger.

Thirdly, contemporary migration is reflected with artwork by painter Tam Joseph, 
photographer/performance artist Güler Atest and collagist Hormazd Narielwalla.

This exhibition is a partnership with Gloucester City Council, Gloucestershire Action 
for Refugees and Asylum Seekers, Ben Uri Museum and Gallery, The Museum of 
Gloucester and The Summerfield Charitable Trust.

For many hundreds of years people who have had to 
flee their homeland have found refuge in 
Gloucestershire. Today there are still people from all 

over the world seeking asylum and living in the County. Even in troubled times, 
leaving home can be the hardest of all things to do, so a welcome, sympathetic ear 
and realistic practical advice and encouragement are the most precious gifts one 
can give when such a person arrives in a new place. GARAS opens the door to 
support those seeking asylum in Gloucestershire, welcoming them when they arrive,
advocating for them in their daily struggles, supporting them if they face being sent 
back and helping them adjust to their long-term future if they are recognised as 
‘refugees’.    

Ben Uri’s own history is one of migration: founded in 
London’s East End in 1915 by Jewish Eastern-
European émigré artisans working outside the cultural 
mainstream, who went on to form a significant collection
of works by artists of British and European Jewish 

descent. Since 2000, the remit has expanded to include works by immigrants from a 
wide range of cultural, religious and geographical backgrounds. 2019 has also seen 
the launch of the newly formed Ben Uri Research Unit for the Study of the Jewish 
and immigrant contribution to the Visual Arts in Britain since 1900.




